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          Kissed by the Moon
Alison Lester
SYNOPSIS: 

May you, my baby,

sleep softly at night,

and when dawn lights the world,

may you wake up to birdsong.

Part poem, part lullaby, this gentle story celebrates a baby's wonder at our beautiful world. From much-loved Australian Children's Laureate Alison Lester comes a timeless book to share and to treasure.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Australian Children's Laureate Alison Lester is one of Australia's most popular and bestselling creators of children's books. She has won many awards, including the 2005 Children's Book Council of Australia (CBCA) Picture Book of the Year Award for Are We There Yet? and the 2012 CBCA Eve Pownall Book of the Year Award for One Small Island. Her most recent picture books include Running With the Horses, a story based on the evacuation of the world-famous Lipizzaner horses from the Spanish Riding School in Vienna during the second world war; One Small Island, about the life and times of a World Heritage Listed island; and Sophie Scott Goes South about a little girl's voyage to Antarctica.

Alison lives on a farm in the Victorian countryside. She spends part of each year travelling to schools around Australia, helping students and teachers develop their own stories.

EDITORIAL COMMENTS

Another gorgeous Alison Lester title told with her trademark warmth and heart: its text is simply lovely and warm and just beautiful, complemented by Alison's fabulous illustrations with wonderful appeal and in the style of her all-time classics! Children's Laureate Alison Lester has created an appealing gift book for parents of newborns, and the hard cover binding of this book has a beautiful pearly sheen to it, making this a gorgeous book for all occasions involving a baby or young child's special celebrations
Pre-reading

· What are your happiest memories of childhood?

· What things did you most like to do?

· How did you like to feel?

· What things make you feel happy?

· What does a baby need in order to feel happy?

· If you were to have a baby brother or sister, what experiences would you like them to have in order for them to have a happy childhood?

Examining the cover

· What is this image of?

· How does the picture make you feel? What elements in the illustration make you feel this way?

· How does the use of colour help to add comfort or warmth to this illustration?

Reading
· What are the five senses? As you look at each page consider what you feel, smell, hear, see and taste.
· Has this been achieved through the words, the images or a combination of both?

Page 1-2
· What mood is created on these pages?
· How has this been achieved?

· Why might we wish for a baby to sleep well?

Page 3-4
· What mood or feeling do you associate with birdsong?

· Why is it nice to wake up to birdsong?

· What does the sound of birds suggest about the environment in which you live?

· How has the colour changed on these pages?

· How does this affect the mood or atmosphere?

Page 5-6
· Consider the word choices: Why use the words warm and cool rather than hot and cold?

· What is the impact of having the baby held in someone’s arms?

· How do these pages make you feel?

· What is this really wishing for the baby?

Page 7-12
· Why is it nice for a baby to eat from the garden and smile at the flowers?
· What does this suggest about the environment?

· Why does the author want the baby to play with insects?

· Consider her wish, to have cats and dogs follow, love and watch over the baby and to have the animals as friends.
· What does this mean? Why might it be important for the child to have a good relationship with animals?

Page 13-16
· What is the joy of a trip to the beach?
· How do you feel at the beach?

· What can a trip to the beach teach you?

· What can you hear when you read this page? What can you smell? What do you physically feel?
Page 17-22
· How do you feel when you look up into the sky?

· How can it help to stir your imagination?

· What do you gain from playing in snow or the rain?

· Why might the illustration of rain be so bright and yellow? How does the child feel in this image? 

· Why might you want to walk along rivers or mountains or in the wild?

Page 23-24
· How do these illustrations make you feel?

· What is the significance of the author coming full circle and ending with a sleeping baby?

· What might it mean to be kissed by the moon?

SYMBOLISM:

· The author has used many images that contain additional symbolism or meaning for us. For examples, birds are not only objects in their own right, but they also convey ideas of happiness, nature, a healthy environment, safety, etc

· Consider the symbolism of the following images that have been used in the book (what do you think of when you hear the words or see the following):

· A smoking chimney

· A mother’s arms

· A garden

· Dogs and cats

· Horses

· Fish

· The beach

· Snow

· Leaves

· Mountains

· The moon

· A sleeping baby

FOR DISCUSSION:
· Which page is your favourite? What is it about that page that you particularly like?
· Examine each illustration closely and try to identify every object in the pictures. Consider the illustrator’s choice of images. How do these objects make us feel? How does each page make us feel happy or calm?

· Each page suggests a wish for the baby, revolving around an activity. Consider what the baby will learn or achieve from each of these experiences.

· Discuss whether the focus is really on the activity or on the way this may help to shape the baby as a person?

· Make a list of the things that the author really wishes for the baby

eg love, happiness, wonder, experiences, adventure, friendship, happiness etc

· What events in your own life make you feel each of these things?

· Consider what characteristics we want to build in children.
eg gentleness, kindness, courage, engagement etc

What activities might help to teach our children these qualities?

Activity

· Think of something you would like all children to experience or learn. Think of an activity that would teach them this. Now draw your own illustration as Alison Lester has done for that activity.

· Collect everyone’s illustration and put them together into your own class book.

