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Tips for Parents of Early and Independent Readers

Sowe children tn Middle Primary see thewmselves as good readers, and others may see thewmselves as poor
readers. A major goal during this stage of development is to help your child read and write more fluently
and with greater ense anol confidence.

Here ave five tips that will help you coneh your eager young reader.

1)

2)

4)

5)

Create a positive nurturing environment

o Ask your child why they like a certain book or story. Discuss language, characters, plot and the
elevents of good Literature.

o Notice when Your child’s reading skills have grown, and polnt out these limprovements. Share any
concerns with thelr teacher.

o Keep your supply of reading material fresh by checking out books from the Library, borrowing
books from friends, shopping in book stores and participating in Book Club. Books also malke

great gifts.

rRead bn variety of books

o Contlnue to read aloud to Young, independent readers. Read books together that are too hard for
children to read by themselves.

o Rend series books and expand Your child’s genre selections to tnclude humonr, mystery,
blography and historical fiction. Children at this age fall in love with characters, situations and
authors.

o Read magazines, newspapers and comic books—these are also bmportant genres.

Read purposefully

o Read for information. Read waps, graphs, charts and vecipes together. Learn how to vead a bus
thmetable!

o Let Your child cateh you in the act of reading. tt's bmportant that your child knows you enjoy
reading too.

o Support Your child’s hobbies and interests with books and reference materials.

Support the veading habit

o Besure Your child has enough time each day for reading.

o Tie books and TV together. For example, vead about whales after watching a ‘Whales” TV special.

o Dow't rush your child through a book. Your chilo may be a thorough reader, getting into the
bmages the author ‘paints’.

Malke the reading/writing connection

o Help Your child make and keep a journal of thoughts they have at the end of a book. I Yow are
reading the same book, share the jowrnal.

o Euncourage Your child to tell you a story, either fictlonal or a story about the day. Shave your
stories too..
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